 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

1 JANUARY - MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Invitation to Prayer:
My brothers and sisters,

on the [eve] [at the beginning] of this new year

as we honour the Motherhood of Mary and seek her intercession, 

let us implore God’s blessing upon our work

and pray that we may recognize 

and respond to the needs of others in this new time of grace.

Concluding Prayer:
Through the Blessed Virgin Mary

you have blessed your people, O God,

and dwelt among them.

On the [eve] [first day] of this new year

we implore your inspiration and guidance

that all we do may find its beginning in you

and through you reach completion.

Through Christ our Lord.

Or:
Most high God,

in the depths of darkness, the Mother of God gave birth to light,

and in the depths of silence, she brought forth the Word;

grant that we who ponder these mysteries in our heart

may recognize in her child

our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,

who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Mary, the Mother of God - January 1, 2023
Deacon or Reader:
1.
For the Church, made holy by the living Word and the Holy Spirit;

and for all Christians who treasure and ponder God’s word as Mary did.

Come, Lord, and show us your favour.

2.
For the eradication of poverty and settlement of all refugees;
and for a greater respect for the dignity and value of motherhood and all life.

Come, Lord, and show us your favour.

3.
For God’s blessing upon the activities of this new year;

and for the sick, the home-bound and those seeking a new beginning.

Come, Lord, and show us your favour.

4.
For those who have not heard the Good News of salvation 


or have drifted away from their faith;

and for the needs of the poor and disadvantaged. 

Come, Lord, and show us your favour.

5.
For the physical and spiritual well-being of all families and parishioners;

for all who have died this year;

and for our loved ones and all whom we remember in a special way.

Come, Lord, and show us your favour.

