 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
Invitation to Prayer:
Brothers and sisters,

as we joyfully celebrate the mystery of the Word-made-flesh,

let us pray that the love of God revealed this (night) (day)

may shine in our hearts

and enlighten lives of all humanity 

with the gift of salvation.

Or:
Brothers and sisters,

united as members of Christ’s body on this holy (night) (day),

let us place our prayers before the Saviour of the world

who now reigns as the Lord of the universe.

Concluding Prayer:
Hear our prayer, gracious God,

and let the radiance of your glory enlighten the lives

of those who celebrate the birth of your only begotten Son,

that, as you fill the world this (night) (day)

with the light no darkness can extinguish,
so you will grant us the joy no fear can quell.

Through Christ our Lord.
Or:
As we see the glory of your Son revealed this (night) (day), O God,

grant that the glad tidings of peace

and the good news of salvation

may extend to all people,

so that joy may reign in all hearts,

especially for those who share the deprivation of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

Through Christ our Lord.
Or:
O God of light, 

whose loving kindness dawns upon us in our Saviour, 

fill us with wonder on this holy (night) (day),

that we may treasure in our hearts your great and gentle mercy.

Through Christ our Lord.
There are three options for the intercessions.
Option 1: Sung
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
[image: image1.wmf]
Deacon or Reader:
1.
For the gift of wonder and praise in the Church and for all Christians 


who gather to ponder the mystery of Christ’s birth;

and for those unable to gather this (night) (day) due to war, persecution or exile. 

Come, Lord, and be our Saviour.

2.
For the gift of renewal, peace and joy for all children, parents and seniors;

and for those who must work during this feast or who will be alone.
Come, Lord, and be our Saviour.

3.
For the destruction of all weapons of war and smashing of all unjust yokes and burdens;

and for those in many lands who are affected by violence or natural disasters.

Come, Lord, and be our Saviour.

4.
For the sick and those who lack food, work, shelter, or friendship;

and for all who are separated from their loved ones or are travelling.

Come, Lord, and be our Saviour.

5.
For the fullness of God’s salvation for all our deceased relatives and friends;


[5:00 pm] in memory of 


[7:00 pm] in memory of 

and for the presence of Jesus in our family gift-giving and meal-sharing.

Come, Lord, and be our Saviour.

Option 2: recited
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
Deacon or Reader:
1.
For the gift of wonder and praise in the Church and for all Christians 


who gather to ponder the mystery of Christ’s birth;

and for those unable to gather this (night) (day) due to war, persecution or exile. 

Let us pray to the Lord.

2.
For the gift of renewal, peace and joy for all children, parents and seniors;

and for those who must work during this feast or who will be alone;

Come, Lord, and be our Saviour.

3.
For the destruction of all weapons of war and smashing of all unjust yokes and burdens;

and those in many lands who are affected by violence or natural disasters.

Come, Lord, and be our Saviour.

4.
For the sick and those who lack food, work, shelter, or friendship;

and for all who are separated from their loved ones or are travelling.

Come, Lord, and be our Saviour.

5.
For the fullness of God’s salvation for all our deceased relatives and friends;

and for the presence of Jesus in our family gift-giving and meal-sharing.

Let us pray to the Lord.

Option 3:
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
Deacon or Reader:
1.
Let us pray that, moved by the celebration of Christ’s Incarnation, the hearts of all believers will be filled with the Spirit’s wonder and praise this (night) (day).

We pray to the Lord.

2.
Let us pray that, inspired by the birth of the Prince of Peace, all humanity will destroy the weapons of war and work to bring peace and hope to those affected by the violence

of hatred and persecution.

We pray to the Lord.

3.
Let us pray that, following the command of the Son of God, all people will strive to love one another and spread the good news of salvation and joy.

We pray to the Lord.

4.
Let us pray that, recognizing the poverty surrounding the Saviour’s birth, our parish community will have a concern for the poor and needy of our day.

We pray to the Lord.

5.
Let us pray that, acknowledging the humanity of Word-made-flesh, our families will reach out in friendship and compassion to the sick and lonely.

We pray to the Lord.

6.
Let us pray that, rejoicing in Christ’s gift of salvation for all people, we remember 

our deceased relatives and friends;

and for the presence of Jesus in our family gift-giving and meal-sharing.

We pray to the Lord.

