 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT


Year A
Invitation to Prayer:
Brothers and sisters,

through the waters of Baptism

God has called us to be his voice in the wilderness;

let us join in prayer for a spirit of deeper conversion 

for all disciples of Christ this Lent

and for those preparing for Baptism.

Or:
Brothers and sisters,

as we enter the wilderness of Lent to confront forces of evil with Christ,

let us pray for the grace of the Holy Spirit

to overcome temptation

and to grow in faithfulness to God

and service to our neighbours.


Or:
Brothers and sisters,

filled with the Spirit’s strength that Jesus showed in the wilderness,

let us pray that all disciples may resist the temptations of this world

in order to serve only God.
Concluding Prayer:
As the Spirit led your Son into the wilderness, O God,

lead us, his disciples, into the wilderness of Lent,

that we may learn to live by every word that comes from your mouth,

resist worldly temptations,

and worship you alone.

Through Christ our Lord.

Or:
Graciously look upon your Church, O God,

which you renew by the witness of those seeking Baptism,

and, by the gift of your Spirit,

strengthen us in our resolve to serve you

as faithful servants of Jesus your Son,

who is the Bread of Life and way to salvation,

and who lives forever and ever.
Sung response: page 2

Recited response: page 3

Rite of Election, sung response: page 5

Rite of Election, recited response: page 6

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

First Sunday of Lent - Year A - February 22, 2026
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Deacon or Reader:
1.
For the Church, called to ponder God’s Word on its journey of conversion and renewal;

and for the catechumens who are called to the waters of Baptism.

To God we pray.

2.
For our prayerful and material support for the people of Ukraine, Gaza and Sudan


in their pursuit of safety and peace;

and for mutual respect among all peoples and nations.

To God we pray.

3.
For the fruitful undertaking of our prayer, fasting and almsgiving;

and for a deepening of our appreciation of God’s mercy by living our Baptism.

To God we pray.

4.
For Christians who are experiencing the desert or a time of temptation;

and for all resisting the lure of greed, power, lust or fame.

To God we pray.

5.
For the conversion of those who rely on their own strength and power;

and for the poor and the lonely; the sick and dying, refugees and immigrants 


in this time of insecurity.

To God we pray.

6.
For those who have requested our prayers;

for those who have died recently:

and for the spiritual and physical well-being of all parishioners.

To God we pray.


PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

First Sunday of Lent - Year A - February 22, 2026
Deacon or Reader:
1.
For the Church, called to ponder God’s Word on its journey of 


conversion and renewal;

and for the catechumens who are called to the waters of Baptism.

We pray to the Lord.

2.
For our prayerful and material support for the people of Ukraine, Gaza and Sudan


in their pursuit of safety and peace;

and for mutual respect among all peoples and nations.

We pray to the Lord.

3.
For the fruitful undertaking of our prayer, fasting and almsgiving;

and for a deepening of our appreciation of God’s mercy by living our Baptism.

We pray to the Lord.

4.
For Christians who are experiencing the desert or a time of temptation;

and for all resisting the lure of greed, power, lust or fame.

We pray to the Lord.

5.
For the conversion of those who rely on their own strength and power;

and for the poor and the lonely; the sick and dying, refugees and immigrants 


in this time of insecurity.

We pray to the Lord.

6.
For those who have requested our prayers;

for those who have died recently:

and for the spiritual and physical well-being of all parishioners.

We pray to the Lord.


PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL


First Sunday of Lent - Rite of Election

Invitation to Prayer:
Brothers and sisters,
let us pray for these Elect whom God has called,
that (he) (she) (they) may remain faithful to him
and that, with new sight, they may be enlightened by the Holy Spirit
to see the loving presence of Jesus in their lives.
Concluding Prayer:
Almighty God,
who sent your Son to be the true light of the world,
that, through the Spirit of truth,
he might free those who walk in the darkness of evil,
pour out the same Holy Spirit on these elect, 
who long for your Sacraments,
that they may walk in the light of your truth.
Guide them along the paths of faith, 
safe from error, doubt, and unbelief, 
so that with eyes unsealed they may come to see you face to face, 
Through Christ our Lord.

Or:
Father of love and power,

whose will it is to establish all things in Christ

and to draw all humanity into his all-embracing love,

guide the elect of your Church:

strengthen them in their vocation,

build them into the kingdom of your Son,

and seal them with the Spirit of your promise.

Through Christ our Lord.


PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL


First Sunday of Lent - Rite of Election - February 22, 2026
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Deacon or Reader:
1. 
For our Elect, that God may dispel all darkness

and open their hearts to Christ, the source of truth and salvation,

so that with us and their families they may ponder God’s word in their hearts.

To God we pray.

2.
That the Holy Spirit will anoint our Elect with God’s love

and gently lead them to the light of the Gospel,

so that with us they may find freedom in following Jesus with humble hearts.

To God we pray.

3.
For their families and sponsors,

and for those preparing for Full Communion or Confirmation,

that with us their eyes may be opened to the works of God in our own day.

To God we pray.

4.
For the Spirit’s gift of forgiveness for those who are tempted to respond in violence;

and for the conversion of those who rely on their own strength and power.

To God we pray.

5.
For our prayerful and material support for the people of Ukraine, Gaza and Sudan


in their pursuit of safety and peace;

and for mutual respect among all peoples and nations.

To God we pray.

6.
For the conversion of those who rely on their own strength and power;

and for the poor and the lonely; the sick and dying, refugees and immigrants 


in this time of insecurity.

To God we pray.

7.
For those who have died recently, 

and for the spiritual and physical well-being of all parishioners.

To God we pray.



PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL


First Sunday of Lent - Rite of Election - February 22, 2026
Deacon or Reader:
1. 
For our Elect, that God may dispel all darkness

and open their hearts to Christ, the source of truth and salvation,

so that with us and their families they may ponder God’s word in their hearts.

We pray to the Lord.

2.
That the Holy Spirit will anoint our Elect with God’s love

and gently lead them to the light of the Gospel,

so that with us they may find freedom in following Jesus with humble hearts.

We pray to the Lord.

3.
For their families and sponsors,

and for those preparing for Full Communion or Confirmation,

that with us their eyes may be opened to the works of God in our own day.

We pray to the Lord.

4.
For the Spirit’s gift of forgiveness for those who are tempted to respond in violence;

and for the conversion of those who rely on their own strength and power.

We pray to the Lord.

5.
For our prayerful and material support for the people of Ukraine, Gaza and Sudan


in their pursuit of safety and peace;

and for mutual respect among all peoples and nations.

We pray to the Lord.

6.
For the conversion of those who rely on their own strength and power;

and for the poor and the lonely; the sick and dying, refugees and immigrants 


in this time of insecurity.

We pray to the Lord.

7.
For those who have died recently, 

and for the spiritual and physical well-being of all parishioners.

We pray to the Lord.

